Interleukin-8: A critical chemokine in biliary atresia.
Biliary atresia (BA) is characterized by periductular inflammation and fibrosis and is associated with the progressive obliteration of the bile ducts. The induction and maintenance of systemic and local inflammatory responses plays a pivotal role in this process. Interleukin-8 (IL-8) is an important mediator of inflammation and the immune response in human disease. IL-8 is overexpressed in BA, and its expression positively correlates with inflammation and liver fibrosis. In this review, we focus on the available evidence, recent insights, and future clinical and preclinical possibilities regarding the role of IL-8 in BA.